
 

Global Scholars50 

Global Scholars50 identifies, ranks, and honors the world’s most consequential scholars 
whose ideas are shaping the future of democracy, influencing geopolitical affairs, 
advancing technological leadership, and redefining the architecture of global power in the 
21st century. These are the thinkers whose intellectual contributions are helping to shape 
the course of nations, institutions, and the international order.  

This is an initiative of the MMSIR Technology Review and Market-Made School of 
International Relations 
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Scholars50 is the world’s most reliable resource for identifying, ranking, and sharing the 
leading management ideas of our age. 

 

 



 

Mission 

Global Scholars50 exists to identify, rank, and honor the world’s most consequential 
scholars whose ideas are shaping the future of democracy, geopolitics, technological 
leadership, and global power. 

In an era defined by profound political, technological, and societal transformation, ideas 
matter more than ever. The scholars recognized by Global Scholars50 are not merely 
observers of change; they are among its foremost architects. Their research, insights, and 
intellectual leadership influence public policy, inform strategic decision-making, advance 
scientific and technological progress, and shape the institutions that govern our 
interconnected world. 

Through rigorous evaluation and global recognition, Global Scholars50 seeks to elevate the 
scholars whose work is helping define the major debates, challenges, and opportunities of 
the 21st century. By celebrating intellectual excellence and public impact, we aim to 
strengthen the role of ideas in advancing effective governance, responsible innovation, 
international cooperation, and human progress. 

Our mission is simple yet ambitious: to recognize the thinkers shaping the future of 
nations, institutions, and the international order. 
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The World's Most Consequential Scholars 

Global Scholars50 identifies, ranks, and honors the world's most consequential 
scholars whose ideas are shaping the future of democracy, influencing geopolitical 
affairs, advancing technological leadership, and redefining the architecture of global 
power in the 21st century. 

The defining challenges of our time are increasingly shaped by ideas before they are 
shaped by policies. Across universities, research institutions, think tanks, and intellectual 
communities, a select group of scholars is producing the frameworks, theories, and 



insights that influence governments, international organizations, business leaders, and 
civil society. 

Global Scholars50 recognizes these exceptional thinkers and celebrates their 
contributions to the future of nations, institutions, and the international order. 

Featured Sections 

• 2026 Global Scholars50 Ranking 

• Scholar Profiles 

• Methodology 

• Research Insights 

• Nomination Process 
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Global Scholars50 Ranking 

The Global Scholars50 Ranking is an annual recognition of the world's leading scholars 
whose ideas have demonstrated exceptional influence on public discourse, policymaking, 
technological development, international relations, and global governance. 

Evaluation Criteria 

Intellectual Impact 

The originality, rigor, and significance of a scholar's contributions to knowledge. 

Public Influence 

The extent to which ideas reach decision-makers, institutions, and wider society. 

Policy Relevance 

The degree to which research informs public policy, governance, and international affairs. 

Global Reach 

Influence across regions, cultures, and international communities. 

Future-Shaping Potential 

The capacity of ideas to shape emerging debates and future global developments. 



Categories 

• Democracy and Governance 

• Geopolitics and International Relations 

• Technology and Society 

• Global Economy and Development 

• Security and Strategic Affairs 

• Ethics, Values, and Human Progress 
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Meet the Thinkers Shaping the 21st Century 

The scholars recognized by Global Scholars50 are distinguished by their capacity to 
generate ideas that matter beyond academia. 

Their work informs government strategies, influences international organizations, advances 
technological innovation, strengthens democratic institutions, and contributes to the 
understanding of emerging global challenges. 

Scholar Profiles Include 

• Biography 

• Institutional Affiliation 

• Areas of Expertise 

• Major Publications 

• Key Contributions 

• Global Influence Indicators 

• Selected Interviews and Lectures 

Hall of Recognition 

Global Scholars50 serves as a permanent record of intellectual leadership and scholarly 
excellence in the service of humanity. 
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Ideas Shaping the Future 

Global Scholars50 publishes original analysis, interviews, commentaries, and research 
exploring the most important forces transforming the world. 

Focus Areas 

Democracy 

The future of democratic governance, institutions, civic engagement, and political 
participation. 

Geopolitics 

Power transitions, strategic competition, international cooperation, and the evolving global 
order. 

Technology 

Artificial intelligence, digital governance, technological leadership, and innovation 
ecosystems. 

Global Power 

The changing nature of influence, statecraft, institutions, and international legitimacy. 

Featured Content 

• Scholar Interviews 

• Research Briefs 

• Annual Trends Report 

• Global Power Index Analysis 

• Future of Democracy Series 
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Our Mission 

Global Scholars50 exists to identify, rank, and honor the world's most consequential 
scholars whose ideas are shaping democracy, influencing geopolitical affairs, advancing 
technological leadership, and redefining global power in the 21st century. 



We believe that ideas remain among humanity's most powerful forces. The scholars we 
recognize are not merely observers of change; they are among its foremost architects. 

Our Vision 

A world in which exceptional scholarship receives the recognition it deserves and 
contributes to better governance, responsible innovation, stronger institutions, and a more 
peaceful and prosperous international order. 

Our Values 

Excellence 

Recognizing the highest standards of scholarly achievement. 

Integrity 

Maintaining independence, rigor, and transparency. 

Global Perspective 

Celebrating intellectual contributions from every region of the world. 

Public Impact 

Highlighting ideas that contribute to the advancement of society. 

Contact 

For partnerships, nominations, media inquiries, and institutional collaborations, please 
contact the Global Scholars50 Secretariat. 

Global Scholars50 Recognizing the thinkers shaping the future of nations, institutions, and 
the international order. 

 

Our Story 

Founded by Dr. Jean Narcisse Djaha 

Global Scholars50 was founded by Dr. Jean Narcisse Djaha, an author, diplomacy 
practitioner, institution builder, and global leadership advocate whose work has 
focused on the intersection of ideas, governance, international cooperation, 
technological change, and human progress. 

For more than two decades, Dr. Djaha has engaged in leadership, diplomacy, and social 
impact initiatives aimed at strengthening institutions, empowering future leaders, and 



advancing constructive dialogue across cultures and nations. His intellectual work 
explores some of the defining questions of our time: How can democracies remain 
resilient? How should societies govern transformative technologies? What kind of 
leadership is needed in an era of geopolitical uncertainty? And how can ideas contribute to 
a more peaceful, just, and prosperous world? 

As the author of works on leadership, diplomacy, power, and global compassion, Dr. Djaha 
has long believed that while political leaders often receive public recognition, the scholars 
whose ideas influence governments, institutions, and societies frequently remain 
underappreciated. Yet history demonstrates that ideas often shape the world long before 
policies, laws, or institutions do. 

This conviction inspired the creation of Global Scholars50. 

Why Global Scholars50? 

Dr. Djaha founded Global Scholars50 to create a premier global platform dedicated to 
recognizing scholars whose ideas are influencing democracy, geopolitics, technological 
leadership, public policy, and the evolving international order. 

The initiative reflects a simple but powerful belief: the future belongs not only to those 
who hold power, but also to those who shape the ideas that guide power. 

Global Scholars50 seeks to identify and honor the intellectual leaders whose research, 
analysis, and vision are helping societies navigate the opportunities and challenges of the 
21st century. By elevating these scholars, the platform aims to strengthen the role of 
knowledge, evidence, and thoughtful leadership in public life. 

A Vision for Global Intellectual Leadership 

Under the leadership of Dr. Jean Narcisse Djaha, Global Scholars50 aspires to become the 
world's leading recognition platform for scholars whose ideas shape the future of nations, 
institutions, and humanity. 

The initiative brings together a commitment to intellectual excellence, global perspective, 
democratic values, technological responsibility, and constructive international 
engagement. It is founded on the belief that the world's most important challenges require 
not only political leadership and technological innovation, but also the wisdom, insight, 
and courage of exceptional scholars. 

More than a ranking, Global Scholars50 is a global movement to celebrate intellectual 
leadership and recognize the thinkers whose ideas are helping define the future of 
civilization. 



 

Founder's Message 

A Message from the Founder 

Dr. Jean Narcisse Djaha 
Founder, Global Scholars50 

History is often remembered through the names of presidents, prime ministers, innovators, 
business leaders, and social movements. Yet behind many of the most important 
transformations in human affairs stand scholars whose ideas have changed the way we 
understand the world and govern ourselves. 

The institutions we build, the technologies we create, the policies we adopt, and the 
international systems we design are all influenced by ideas. Before action comes thought. 
Before reform comes vision. Before transformation comes intellectual leadership. 

It is this conviction that inspired me to create Global Scholars50. 

At a time when democracy faces unprecedented challenges, geopolitical competition is 
reshaping the international order, and emerging technologies are redefining the boundaries 
of possibility, the role of scholars has never been more important. The world needs thinkers 
capable of helping societies navigate complexity, anticipate change, and imagine better 
futures. 

Yet the scholars whose work influences governments, international organizations, public 
debates, and technological development often receive less recognition than the leaders 
who later implement their ideas. Global Scholars50 seeks to change that. Our mission is to 
identify, rank, and honor the world's most consequential scholars and to elevate the ideas 
that are shaping the future of nations, institutions, and humanity. 

This initiative is founded on a simple belief: ideas matter. The quality of our collective 
future will depend in large part on the quality of the ideas that guide our decisions today. 

Global Scholars50 celebrates intellectual excellence, public impact, and a commitment to 
advancing knowledge in service of the common good. It is a platform dedicated not only to 
recognizing achievement but also to strengthening the role of scholarship in addressing the 
defining challenges of the twenty-first century. 

As you explore this platform, I invite you to discover the remarkable scholars whose ideas 
are influencing democracy, geopolitics, technological leadership, and global power. Their 
work reminds us that knowledge remains one of humanity's greatest resources and that 



thoughtful scholarship can help create a more prosperous, peaceful, and enlightened 
world. 

Thank you for joining us in celebrating the thinkers whose ideas are helping shape the 
future. 

Dr. Jean Narcisse Djaha 
Founder, Global Scholars50 

"The future belongs not only to those who hold power, but also to those who shape the 
ideas that guide it." 

 


